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Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

A wildfire in the 
Black Hills may 
destroy acres and 
acres of trees and grassland. It looks 
very bad. But scientists will tell you 
that it’s a good thing that the old grass 
and trees were destroyed — and that 
new life can now spring up. A parent’s 
disciplining of a child feels bad to the 
child (and often to the parent), but it 
can result in corrected behaviors and 
positive ways of dealing with life for the 
child. 

Yes, it all depends on how you look at 
it — from what angle you might view a 
wildfire or a parent’s discipline.

It’s the same with our Lord and His 
attributes as described by David in 
Psalm 139. It depends on how you look 
at them; from what angle you view 
them. David talks in a very personal 
way about God being all-knowing (vs. 
1-6), present everywhere (vs. 7-12), 
almighty (vs. 13-18) and holy (vs. 19-
24). For David, as he contemplates our 
great and glorious God, these qualities 
of God were a comfort to Him. But for 
someone who isn’t so sure about God 
and His love, it can be a terrifying thing See MESSAGE, page 3

that God is all-knowing, present every-
where, almighty and holy. It depends 
on how you think about God, what you 
know about Him, and from what angle 
you view Him and His loving care.

Let’s think some more about God being 
almighty. How does this 
quality of God make you 
feel? It depends from 
what angle you’re viewing 
almighty God. In Psalm 
139, this almighty quality 
is talking about some-
thing very specific: you! 

“For you formed my 
inward parts; you knit-
ted me together in my 
mother’s womb.” (v. 13) 

These words tell us that 
our God, who is the 
creator of the universe, has used His 
power to create you. God is the author 
of life, including your life.

Isn’t it interesting that David describes 

God as having knit us together? My 
wife, Sarah, is a knitter. She makes a lot 
of scarfs and cowls. She’s made mittens 
and hats, and even a sweater or two. It 
all takes time and skill. I think about 
how difficult it must be to knit one of 
those Norwegian sweaters, with all its 
geometric patterns and such. 

“You knitted me together,” says the 
psalmist. It is complicated to knit a 
Norwegian sweater. But it is much 
more complicated to knit a Norwegian. 
Or an American, or an African or an 
Australian. God the Divine Knitter can 
do it; He has knit you together in your 
mother’s womb.

Psalm 139 gives you 
a certain dignity and 
God-given worth. You are 
His intentional, beloved 
creation. As you look at 
others, you may feel that 
you’re not worth very 
much. Others are better 
looking, smarter, richer 
or have a nicer family. But 
God is saying to you in 
this psalm: “Wait a min-
ute! I have put together 
that combination of 
genes and chromosomes, 

eyes and ears and knees and toes that 
turned out to be you.

Almighty God the Knitter
“It all  

depends 
on how you 
look at it!”

Because of 
God’s great love 
for you, you can be 
sure He employs 
His divine qualities 
to help you — and 
not harm you.” 
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The congregations of First, Wall, and 
Emmanuel, Creighton, had their second 
food drive to support the Country Cup-
board Food Pantry in Wall. 

Last year’s goal was to donate a total of 
500 food items — in celebration of the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
For 2018, the goal was 501 items from 
each congregation, and the congre-
gations competed to see which could 
donate the most food items. 

They sought to outdo one another in 
showing love, and gave well beyond 
the goal. Emmanuel donated 756 items 
and First donated 707 items. The true 
winner — however, was the food pantry, 

Reformation 
FOOD FIGHT!
(err, a food drive)

which added a total of 1,014 pounds of 
food to their shelves. 

Thank you to all who helped with this 
food drive. It will feed many hungry 
people in the area.

Scot Dobbs was commissioned and installed as a 
teacher at Zion Lutheran School, Rapid City. Rev. 
Paul Winckler, Zion associate pastor, used Dobbs as 
an illustration during his chapel message. “Lutheran 
teachers are strong, wise and have a big heart, but 
that is not their greatest feature, they have great feet!” 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of him who brings good news.” — Is. 52:7

Dobbs, who teaches second grade, was commissioned 
and installed by his pastor, Rev. Randy Sturzenbecher 
of Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church and School and 
South Dakota District first vice-president.

Zion blessed with new teacher

Rev. Winckler used Mr. Dobbs as the perfect sermon 
illustration!

From left, 
Rev. Randy 
Sturzenbe-
cher, Scot 
Dobbs, Ann 
Solinsky (Zion 
principal), 
and Rev. Paul 
Winckler.

Lillian Helms is secretary for First, Wall, 
and Emmanuel, Creighton, and also 
serves as treasurer for County Cup-
board Food Pantry. She stands behind 
food donated by the congregations.



JANUARY 2019  /  3

DISTRICT NEWS

Send submissions 
for the district  
supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher

▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.; Black Hawk, 

SD 57718
The deadline for the March 2019 issue is 
Jan. 15.

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

PENDING
▶  Rev. Matthew Resner, Immanuel/

St. Paul, Menno/Scotland, received 
a call from Zion, Moberly, Mo.,  
Nov. 14.

▶  Rev. David Roth, Zion/Mount 
Calvary, Owensville/Belle, Mo., 
has been called from Concordia/
Immanuel, Cresbard/Wecota, as 
pastor, Nov. 11.

▶  Rev. Matthew Ulmer, St. Paul, 
Bishop, Texas, has been called to 
Zion, Rapid City, as associate pastor, 
Oct. 28.

DECLINED
▶  Rev. Barry Williams, St. John, Mad-

ison, Neb., declined the call from 
Zion, Chamberlain, Oct. 29.

▶  Rev. Jason Duley, St. Paul, Arling-
ton, Neb., declined the call from 
Memorial, Sioux Falls, as associate 
pastor, Nov. 18.

VACANCIES
▶  Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  

(associate)

▶  Chamberlain, Zion
▶  Cresbard/Wecota, Concordia/ 

Immanuel
▶  Huron, Mount Calvary (associate)

▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Presho/Reliance, Zion/Trinity
▶  Rapid City, Zion (associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial (associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Zion (associate)

Call 
Information

“And by the way, if I made you 
and sent my Son to die and rise 
from the dead for you, I’m going 
to take care of you too. I’ll use my 
omnipresence to be present for 
you. I’ll use my omniscience — my 
ability to know everything about 
you — to be alert to your needs, and 
I’ll attend to your needs. And yes, 
another quality I have is that I am 
holy, without sin. You are not. But 
I love you so much that I’ll give you 
the holiness I require by enacting 
a great exchange: I’ll have my Son 
take your sin and give you His 
holiness.” 

Yes, because of God’s great love for 
you, you can be sure He employs 
His divine qualities to help you — 
and not harm you.

Rev. William Heermann was installed as 
pastor of St. John, Wagner, and Trinity, 
Fairfax, on Nov.11. Pastor Heermann and 
his wife, Sue, come to St. John and Trini-
ty after serving at Trinity, Amherst, Neb. 

The Rite of Installaion was conducted 
by Rev. Tim Rynearson, district second 
vice-president. Rev. Jim Wilshusen, 
pastor of Emanuel, Sisseton, and Zion, 
Waubay, served as the preacher. Welcome 
to the South Dakota District, Pastor Bill 
and Sue Heermann!

Dual parish has 
new pastor

TOP PHOTO: From left, (front row) 
Revs.Clark Gies, Heermann, Wilshusen, 
Ryan Loeslie; (back row) James Carreto, 
Rynearson, Terry Makelin, Ken John-
son, Paul Warnier, Dean Schroeder and 
Steven Weispfennig.

Rev. William and Sue Heermann
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Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

With love from Lisa

“Come now, let us 
reason together, says 
the Lord: though your 
sins be like scarlet, they 
shall be as white as 
snow.” — Is. 1:18a

Fresh starts, new begin-
nings. It reminds me of 
fresh, fallen snow. It is so 

fun to play in snow, and ski, snowmobile, sled, make 
snow angels, build snowmen, construct snow forts. 
It can be beautiful, until it’s not. Soon it is icy, dirty 
and it doesn’t seem to want to go away! 

Our lives can get like that. The new year brings 
freshness and a new start on how we live our lives. 
But that, too, seems to be short lived. Our old habits 
overtake our good intentions. 

The Good News is that God, who gave us our new, 
fresh start in our Baptism, called us His child and 
loves us so much that He sent Jesus to die on the 
cross; to be our Savior. We also get a fresh start at 
the altar when we confess our sins and receive the 
Lord’s body and blood in Holy Communion. 

Thank you, Lord, for your gift of forgiveness, that we 
can live each day with a fresh start! What does that 
look like in your life? You are free to share His love 
with others around you. Trust God to be with you 
always. If you fail at something, don’t give up … try 
again! God is with you always, in the good times and 
bad. Learn from your mistakes and thank God for 
His faithfulness.

In 2019, we have exciting things to look forward 
to! At the Board of Directors meeting this month, 
we will make some decisions for the 38th Biennial 
LWML Convention June 20-23 in Mobile, Ala., 
including choosing: 

▶ our Young Woman Representatives; 

▶ a representative for Heart to Heart leader training; 

▶ a banner design. 

HURRY! ... you have until Jan. 9 to turn in your 
banner design to your zone president. Make sure  
you reserve your spot on the bus to Mobile by Jan. 
15. Banner design and bus registration information 
are available at sdlwml.org/conventions/mobile/ 
index.html.

Happy New Year!
“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about 
you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are 
all partakers with me of grace.” — Phil. 1:6, 7a

What comfort this verse brings 
to a newly elected president! I 
am excited — excited to serve 
my Lord and Savior, excited 
to serve as the Mitchell Zone 
president, excited to meet and 
befriend you, and excited to 
participate in the work that 
God has blessed us with. I 
know that I have much to learn 
but am confident that the Lord 
will guide me and that He has 
surrounded me with wonderful 
people who have a supportive, 
willing heart.

At the year’s end, members of 
the Mitchell Zone LWML at-
tended the 2018 Fall Workshop 
and the Fall Rally. The work-
shop presentation by Rev. Tim 
Koch, “Serpents, Sacraments, 
and Salvation,” was based on 
Numbers 21 and equated the 
lives of the wandering Israelites 
to our present day lives. At the 
Mitchell Zone Fall Rally, Rev. 
Don McKillop talked about his 
mission work in Guadalajara, 
Mexico, and Johannesburg, 
South Africa. 

MITCHELL ZONE REPORT

During our business meeting, 
we reviewed the goals of the 
LWML, elected zone officers 
and discussed upcoming 
events. Of significant interest 
was the 38th Biennial Conven-
tion, “In Praise to the Lord!” 
We discussed the bus trip to 
the convention, an alternate 
delegate for the convention 
and banner submissions for 
the South Dakota District. 
The Fall Rally ended with the 
installation of officers and 
dedication of Gifts from the 
Heart.

God has been gracious 
throughout 2018 and we look 
with expectation to Him for 
grace and blessings in 2019. 
On behalf of the Mitchell 
Zone, I would like to extend 
our heartfelt wishes for a 
blessed new year. May the 
blessings of our Savior guide 
you, protect you and be with 
you throughout 2019!

In service to our Lord,
Julie Kaufman
Mitchell Zone President

Report deadline near
Dear zone and society officers,
It’s that time of the year again for reports. I 
look forward to collecting them from you by 
Feb. 1. I have received a few already, but am 
still looking for a few more! 

The forms can be found at sdlwml.org un-
der “Helps.” Please mail your forms to me at 
Heather Miller; 1803 W. 10th Street; Sioux 
Falls, SD 57104. Thanks for your reports!
Heather Miller
LWML District Secretary



JANUARY 2019  /  5

LWML HILITES

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Rev. Steve  
Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor

t Avera Sa-
cred Heart 
Hospital in 

Yankton, the song 
“Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star” plays 
on the intercom 
system every time 
a child is born. It 
is a simple way to 
celebrate the pre-
cious gift of life for 
a newborn child. 

I have visited 
many patients — including those who 
had extended stays due to injury or 

illness — who have talked about how 
much they looked forward to and re-
joiced upon hearing that song. During  
a time of pain or discomfort, it gave 
them joy to hear this song because a 
family was celebrating a new life in 
their lives.

Think of the joy that the Lord of Life 
must have with every life that He cre-
ates in the womb, and every breath that 
His precious creations breathe until 
their final breath. Then heaven rejoices 
over that faithful one who repents and 
enters into the joys of paradise! The 
Lord loves life!

The Lord wants us to enjoy the life He 
has given us. “Eat, drink, and be joyful” 
a reflective, wise, old Solomon tells us 
(Eccl. 8:15). Everything that we have 
and need to survive and enjoy this life, 
God gives to us “out of fatherly, divine 
goodness and mercy” (Small Catechism, 
Creed: Article 1). He gives us all things 
because He loves us and loves life.

Jesus said:
“I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly.” — John 10:10b

God wants you to have life and have it 
fully and completely. That is why He 
sent Jesus to suffer, to die on the cross 
to forgive us our sins and to rise again, 
so “that by believing you may have life 
in his name” (John 20:31b). The Lord 
loves life so much that He wants you to 
have life forever, from the moment of 
conception to final breath on this earth 
and into eternity in the new heavens 
and new earth!

Later this month, many churches will 
celebrate God’s gift of life with Life 
Sunday around the anniversary of the 
Roe v. Wade decision. The LWML has 
been strong supporters of God’s gift 
of life by supporting ministries such 
as Lutherans For Life’s Y4Life, which 
equips youth to witness for life, and Lu-
therans For Life of South Dakota’s Life: 
A Better Choice, which airs pro-life, 
pro-family TV advertisements that raise 
awareness on the sanctity of life. 

So we join together with the LWML to 
rejoice in God’s love for life!

I am requesting from all of 
the LWML district societies 
to send a contact email to 
sdlwmlvpc@gmail.com. 

Please include your name, city, church 
and society name. The society contact will 
receive updated district information on 
conventions, mission grants and retreats. 

Your cooperation is very much appreciated.
Susan Swanson • VP of Communication

You’ve got mail!
▶  Friday, April 26 and  

Saturday, April 27
▶  Divine Shepherd  

Lutheran Church, Black Hawk
Lodging: Ramada, Summerset

Scripture reference: “What you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in 
me – practice these things, and the God of 
peace will be with you (Phil. 4:9).

SPRING FLING

The Lord loves life
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

First week: For our Lutheran con-
gregations, that God will equip our 
pastors to boldly preach His Word.

Second week: For our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, that we willingly 
serve our Lord.

Third week: For the Roe v. Wade 
Supreme Court decision to be over-
turned this year.

Fourth week: For the work of Luther-
ans For Life, that the Lord will provide 
us with the strength to encourage 
others in all stages of life.

Fifth Week: Pray for our nation’s lead-
ers and for God’s guidance in making 
decisions.

JANUARY 
PRAYER LIST

Life Sunday
Plan to celebrate Life Sunday in your congregation. While the observance is often 
held in January, any time of the year is appropriate. Prepared worship aids and 
bullein inserts are available from Concordia Publishing House (CPH).

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
Your congregation can observe National Sanctity of Human Life Day on Sunday, 
Jan. 20, or at any time during the year. All materials can be ordered through 
Concordia Publishing House, including a Bible study, children’s message, Sunday 
school lesson and worship service. Sermons, bulletin inserts are also available 
from CPH, as is a memorial service for the victims of abortion.

This year’s theme is: You “have been borne by me from before your birth, carried 
from the womb; even to your old age I am he, and to gray hairs I will carry you. I 
have made, and I will bear; I will carry and will save” (Is. 46:3b-4).

cph.org/lfl  •  800-325-3040

Celebrate life with your 
congregation

2019 essay contest

Guidelines:
1.  Students will write a life-affirming 

essay based on the 2019 LFL Re-
gional Conferences theme: “Did God 
Really Say… ?” and Bible verse: “Lord 
to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life” (John 6:68). Not 
incorporating the conference verse in 
the essay will disqualify the entry.

2.  Examples of topics the essay could 
deal with are, but not limited to, 
abortion, the handicapped, adoption 
or foster care, infanticide, cloning, 

The 2019 
Lutherans For 
Life of South 
Dakota, Inc., 
Essay Contest is 
for students in 
grades 6 through 
12. Any student 
in a Lutheran 
school is eligible.

stem-cell research, physician-assisted 
suicide or euthanasia.

3.  Essays must include the student’s 
name, grade (identify school or 
church) and email address. All 
entries submitted by a teacher or 
pastor should also include their name 
and email address. This information 
should be submitted on the rubric 
page used in grading the essay.

4.  All sources for references, statistics 
and quotes should be incorporated 

within the essay and then included 
in a bibliography at the end. Stu-
dents in grades 6-8 should submit 
essays up to 400 words. Students 
in grades 9-12 should submit essays 
up to 750 words. Entries should be 
submitted in Microsoft Word and 
emailed to jjohns8@yahoo.com by 
March 15.

There will be a $125 award for first 
place and a $75 award for second place 
for each of the two categories. The 
two winners will also advance to the 
national contest.

The grand prize for the national win-
ning entry at each level is $250, plus 
free registration for a 2019 Regional 
Conference and one-night stay at the 
conference hotel. 

All entries become the property of 
Lutherans For Life.

For more information, send an email to 
jjohns8@yahoo. com. 

For resources on the sanctity of life, 
visit lutheransforlife.org. For the full 
list of rules and judging rubric, go to 
lutheransforlifesd.org and click the link 
on the right side of the page.
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We now proclaim God’s Word well 
beyond South Dakota! We started this 
year by expanding the ministry to Du-
luth, Minn. The program is being aired 
each Sunday morning on KBJR (the 
CBS affiliate in Duluth). The program 
has developed a good audience and it 
continues to grow. 

We then directed our efforts to devel-
oping the ministry in Sioux City, Iowa, 
and Lincoln, Neb. Adding a ministry 
involves recruiting about a dozen lay-
people to administer the effort, which 
includes finding a television station that 
will negotiate a feasible cost for airtime. 
We then need to put together a team or 
company that will produce the worship 
services. Footage is given to an editor 
to put together the program, which will 
air on Sunday. Simultaneously, a group 
of local singers is assembled to form the 
Main Street Living Choir, which records 
the hymns to include in the worship 
service segment of the program. 

Main Street Living is broadcast at 10 
a.m. Sunday mornings on KCAU in the 
Sioux City area and KLKN in Lincoln. 
On Oct. 7, the first programs were aired 
in Sioux City, Lincoln and Bismarck, 
N.D. Rev. Scott Sailer, South Dakota 
District president, delivered the mes-
sage and welcomed the new stations to 
the network. Comments from pastors 
and viewers have been very positive. 

We now turn our efforts to bringing 
the program to the Twin Cities area. 
Everything was coming together to 
begin broadcasting on WFTC, Chan-

nel 29, on Jan. 6. While all this was 
happening, we secured 44 episodes of 
the very popular, award-winning This 
is the Life program from Lutheran 
Hour Ministries. These programs have 
been remastered to a high-definition 
format. Including This is the Life with 
our program has garnered very positive 
feedback. Even though these programs 
were originally aired in the 1960s 
through 80s, the subject matter is still 
very relevant. 

Finally, we have upgraded the Main 
Street Living web site (mainstreet 
living.com). The improved site gives 
the option of viewing a service from 
Sioux Falls, Fargo, Duluth, Sioux City 
or Lincoln. We recently received a letter 
from a couple in Australia, stating that 
Main Street Living, viewed on our web-
site, has become their “church” because 
of the changes at the church they had 
been attending. We have also changed 
the web site so that it’s better adapted 
for use on smartphones and tablets. In 
the future, the website will become a 
more visible part of the ministry. 

It is clear that the Lord is blessing this 
ministry. We are considering adding 
more markets to the network, accord-
ing to the will of the Lord. With this 
anticipated growth, we will continue 
to need your prayers and financial 
support. Most of all, we will continue 
to depend on our gracious God to lead 
and bless our efforts.

Arlen (“Dutch”) Te Slaa 
Main Street Living executive director

Main Street Living 

EXPANDS
Lutheran program now 
seen in eight markets
Thanks to your generous dona-
tions, this has been a very busy year 
for Main Street Living, the televi-
sion ministry broadcast throughout 
South Dakota since 2002. A construction road leading to the 

new Sioux Falls Lutheran School 
(SFLS) site (at 6715 South Boe Lane) 
was laid by Hoogendoorn Construc-
tion in late October.

After rain delays, Lidel Construction 
has completed dirt work for the build-
ing site and parking lot.

D&G Concrete Construction has 
finished installing the sewer line from 
Benson Farm west to Tallgrass Avenue, 
which re-opened to traffic on Oct. 31. 
Kempf Construction will install the 
road, sewer, water and other utilities 
from Tallgrass west to the site when 
weather conditions permit (later this 
winter or in spring).

During the week of Oct. 29, Hoogen-
doorn Construction began digging and 
pouring footings for the new facility. 
The crew also set up wall forms and 
began pouring foundation walls in 
early November.

“Now to Him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to His 
power that is at work within us, to 
Him be glory in the church and to 
Christ Jesus throughout all gener-
ations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 
— Eph. 3:20

For more information on SFLS, visit 
siouxfallslutheran.com. To watch a 
YouTube video with images of the 
construction’s beginning, go to  
thelc.ms/sfls-new-building.

Progress made 
on new SFLS site
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Deaconesses have training in several 
areas, including the Epistles, Gospels 
of Matthew and Luke, the Lutheran 
Confessions, ministering to the sick 
and dying, counseling, Catechesis, 
church history, the Psalms, and Divine 
Worship, including the means of grace 
and the theology of mercy.

So how can a deaconess serve in 
your congregation or organization? 
Depending on her baccalaureate 
degree, each woman will come with 
different strengths and backgrounds. 
But because they have the theolog-
ical education through the seminary 
programs and Synod schools, they all 
are trained to live lives in which they 
show God’s mercy to those who are 
hurting or in need. 

Each deaconess’ practice will be as 
different as her life and background. 

Often, she will work in family or social 
ministries and outreach for a congre-
gation. She may be the choir director 
sharing her gift of music; or a teacher 
or counselor working for Lutherans For 
Life as a post-abortion counselor; or 
as the director of a home for pregnant 
women needing more support to have 
and raise their child. 

Another opportunity may be to work in 
another country as part of a missionary 
team. They work in preschools, prisons, 
nursing homes and homes of shut-ins, 
run social ministry programs, lead 
youth camps and Bible studies, train 
comfort dogs, teach Sunday school and 
Catechism, and help veterans and their 
families.

As you can see, where there is a need, 
a deaconess can be there to show 
the hands and heart of Christ in the 

So … what is a deaconess?
She is trained 
to share 
the Gospel 
through 
works  
of mercy,  
spiritual care 
and teaching 
the Christian 
faith

Did you know:
 ▶  That there are at least seven trained deaconesses in South Dakota?
 ▶  That deaconesses have significantly different training than do directors of 

Christian Education?
 ▶  That deaconesses are theologically trained to serve the members of a  

congregation by meeting human-care concerns in the church?
 ▶  That deaconesses are not called to preach, but are to help the pastor in  

caring for his flock?

congregation. They provide a motherly, 
womanly ear and heart to hear the 
concerns of the congregation or group 
and work with the pastor to bring 
comfort and strength to the hurting.

The deaconess works under the 
oversight of the pastor and the church 
board. But she also provides support 
when the pastoral staff needs care, and 
guides the church leadership to recog-
nize the needs of the congregation and 
how to respond to those needs in a way 
that promotes fellowship and caring for 
all involved. She may not be tied to one 
church, but just like the pastor, she can 
serve in multiple congregations.

As long as the deaconess has some 
support for her expenses, she can serve 
in a volunteer position or as a paid 
position, full- or part-time, depending 
on the congregation’s and deaconess’ 
needs.

For more information about having a 
deaconess serve in your church or area, 
contact one of the seminaries or the 
South Dakota District office at 605-361-
1514 for a referral to a deaconess you 
could visit with to learn more.

Deaconess Andra Gates (below)
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